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The Scott Amendola Band “Cry”

By Don Heckman, Jazz Spotlight, Sunday Calendar

3½/4 stars 


Amendola was the drummer with the influential mid-90’s band T.J. Kirk and with Charlie Hunter’s quartet of the late ‘90s.  In “Cry,” he has fashioned a collection of pieces moving easily from hard-driving free-jazz sounds (featuring the stirring saxophone work of Eric Crystal) and noise-component improvising to quiet lyricism (“Rosa”) and high-impact anthems to peace (“His Eye Is on the Sparrow” and, especially, Bob Dylan’s “Masters Of War,” sung passionately by Carla Bozulich).  The results are consistently engaging, both emotionally and intellectually, the product of a fertile and inventive musical imagination.  

