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Scott Amendola - “Cry”

Appearing in Downbeat Magazine

By Jon Andrews

Scott Amendola remains best knows as the drummer for Charlie Hunter and the group T.J. Kirk. With Cry (co-produced by Jeff Gauthier), Amendola leads an ambitious quintet that tackles diverse influences, ranging from Americana to sounds of Africa and the Mediterranean.  

The San Francisco-based group gets a distinctive sound from its front line of violin, saxophone and guitar. Violinist Jenny Scheinman contributes sensitive, folk-inspired solos, and blends in with saxophonist Eric Crystal's flowing lines. Guitarist Nels Cline is the veteran of the ensemble.  He sounds focused on rhythm throughout, and his introspective acoustic work on "Rosa" is a highlight. 


Amendola's compositions exploit his ensemble's versatility. Though he rarely solos, his presence is felt through his accents and in the rhythms that give shape to "Bantu" and "A Cry For John Brown."  The leader's societal concerns are reflected in tributes to Steven Biko and Rosa Parks.  A cover of Bob Dylan's "Masters Of War" is an inspired choice, though undermined by a ragged vocal.
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