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The Scott Amendola Band Bios

Nels Cline









Guitar

Nels Cline is one of the most versatile, imaginative, and criminally unheralded guitarists active today, a dubious distinction he shares with Christy Doran, James Emery, and a handful of others. Combining jaw-dropping chops with a keen musical intelligence, Cline displays an encyclopedic mastery of guitar styles that encompasses delicate lyricism, sonic abstractions, and skull-crunching metallic flights. 

In the late 1970s, Cline played in the chamber-jazz group Quartet Music with his brother, percussionist Alex Cline, Jeff Gauthier and Eric von Essen. He emerged from several years in relative obscurity with his 1987 release, Angelica, which added acid-toned New York City altoist Tim Berne to a roster of longtime Cline collaborators. In the early 1990s, the guitarist formed the amped-up Nels Cline Trio, a vehicle for Cline's guitar excursions, which range from probing, reflective balladry to knotty riffing to bracing freeform assaults. In addition to his trio, Cline regularly performs with his brother and the constellation of creative musicians associated with reedsman Vinny Golia's adventurous Nine Winds record label. His newest configuration, The Nels Cline Singers, features Nels along with Devin Hoff (bass) and Scott Amendola (drums/electronics) recently released “Instrumentals” in 2002 on the Cryptogramophone label

He is also active in the rock domain, collaborating with ex-Minuteman Mike Watt, avant country-rockers Geraldine Fibbers, and Sonic Youth guitar terrorist Thurston Moore, among others. 

Todd Sickafoose 







Acoustic Bass

Bassist Todd Sickafoose is one of the West Coast's most versatile young bassists, highly visible in a music scene that increasingly finds inspiration in obscuring the boundaries between songwriting and improvisation, mixing elements of jazz, chamber music, folk, rock, and experimental music. With a style of playing that is always imaginative and supportive, he has been called "rhythmically sophisticated . . . a technically indomitable bassist."

Over the past several years, Todd has been performing, recording, and touring with the Scott Amendola Band, singer-songwriter Noe Venable, the Jenny Scheinman Quartet, Crater (featuring samplemeister jhno and noisebeauty guitarist Nels Cline), pianist James Carney, guitarist Will Bernard, singer-songwriter Etienne de Rocher, New York guitarist Adam Levy, roots slide-guitarist/banjoist Tony Furtado, bluegrass singer-songwriter Laurie Lewis, fiddle maniac Darol Anger, and many others. Also a notable composer, Todd has a CD of original music, Dogs Outside, on Evander Music.

A San Francisco native, Todd studied and performed in LA for six years before returning to the Bay Area in 1999. While in Los Angeles, he studied bass with Charlie Haden and composition with, among others, Wadada Leo Smith and the late, great Mel Powell.

(continued)

Jenny Scheinman








Violin

Violinist Jenny Scheinman has been described in the San Francisco Bay Guardian as "a virtuoso violinist with an astonishing array of sounds, from lightning fast runs to breathtaking melodic passages." Jenny studied at Oberlin Conservatory, has toured extensively in Europe and the Americas, and teaches at workshops around the country. She currently lives in New York City and studies with violinist Gerald Beal. 

She has worked and/or recorded with Aretha Franklin, Bill Frisell, Myra Melford, John Zorn, Cecil Taylor, Venecius Cantuaria, David Dorfman and Steven Bernstein. Jenny's recent recordings include Live at Yoshi's (Avant), which features the original music of her jazz quartet; Eat (Vaccination) featuring the prog-balkan-rock music of Charming Hostess; a self-titled release by her quintet Giant Trio; four releases produced by Lee Townsend for Intuition Records; and two releases with the Hot Club of San Francisco. 

Eric Crystal








Saxophones

Saxophonist and composer Eric Crystal has been a stalwart of the San Francisco Bay Area music scene for over fourteen years. An immensely innovative, versatile and melodic improviser whose sophisticated sound belies his youth, Crystal has brought his strong, sensitive musical voice to over twenty recordings and a vast array of performance settings. Critics have called him "a saxophonist with a robust sound and a fertile imagination" (San Francisco Bay Guardian) and "an enticingly assaultive player" (Jazz Now). 

Highly in demand among creative musicians, he has worked with such talents as Clark Terry, J.J. Johnson, Omar Sosa, Boz Scaggs, Bob Weir & Mickey Hart (Grateful Dead), Zigaboo Modeliste (The Meters), Michael Wolff, E.W. Wainwright, Charlie Hunter, Kitty Margolis, Vijay Iyer, James Hurt, Ben Goldberg, Paul McCandless and Mark Levine. He has also toured extensively throughout Europe, Asia and North America, having appeared as a featured soloist in several musical aggregations at the Monterey Jazz Festival, as well as other national and international festivals. 

Eric attended Berklee College of Music in Boston. After returning to San Francisco in 1990 he co-founded the innovative musical collective Frame. The group’s unique genre-bending approach to group improvisation gained Crystal much attention, both live and as captured on their self-produced recording released in 1996. Eric is also musical director and member of master drummer E.W. Wainwright's African Roots Of Jazz, a group committed to fighting racism and other injustices through the use of music, poetry, dance and theater. For ten years he has performed and musical-directed for the Obie and Tony Award-winning San Francisco Mime Troupe. He has also appeared with Berkeley Repertory Theater and the New Pickles Circus. Eric's debut CD as a leader, Dark Matter (Red Giant Records), was recently released to wide critical acclaim. 
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